
Wood species Reaction Areas affected 
	   	   	  
Ash  irritant hands,	  eyes,	  lungs	  
Beech	   irritant, sensitizer, 

nasopharyngeal cancer (rare) 
hands,	  eyes,	  lungs	  

Birch  irritant, sensitizer, nausea hands,	  lungs	  
Cedar of Lebanon irritant, asthma, runny nose, 

respiratory disorders 
hands,	  lungs	  

Cherry nothing recorded other then 
normal wood dust precautions 

eyes,	  lungs	  

Douglas-fir irritant, giddiness, runny nose, 
splinters go septic, nausea 

hands,	  eyes,	  lungs	  

Elm  irritant, 
sensitizer, nasopharyngeal 
cancer (rare) 

	  
hands,	  eyes	  

Holly nothing recorded other then 
normal wood dust precautions 

eyes,	  lungs	  

Horse Chestnut nothing recorded other then 
normal wood dust precautions 

eyes,	  lungs	  

Laburnum  constitutional effects (nausea, 
vomiting, headaches); direct 
toxin 

	  
hands,	  eyes,	  lungs	  

Larch  irritant, hives, lesions hands	  
London Plane nothing recorded other then 

normal wood dust precautions 
lungs	  

Oak  irritant, sensitizer, 
asthma, nasopharyngeal 
cancer (rare) 

	  
hands,	  eyes,	  lungs	  

Poplar irritant, blisters, asthma, 
bronchitis 

hands,	  eyes,	  lungs	  

Spruce irritant, sensitizer hands,	  lungs	  
Sweet Chestnut irritant, sensitizer hands	  
Sycamore nothing recorded other then 

normal wood dust precautions 
eyes,	  lungs	  

Walnut  irritant, nasopharyngeal 
cancer (rare) 

hands,	  eyes,	  lungs	  

Willow  sensitizer, 
nausea, nasopharyngeal 
cancer (rare) 

	  
eyes,	  lungs	  

Yew   irritant, nausea, headache, 
cardiac effects, direct toxin 

hands,	  eyes,	  lungs,	  heart	  

	  


